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Summary

God Is the Answer

Big Idea: When trials press us to the brink, God's Word anchors and revives us;
therefore, cling to Him and His promises.

Overview

The pastor addressed a hurting family and, more broadly, anyone walking through
deep trouble. Drawing on Psalm 119:81-88, he compared life's torrents to a swift
African stream: a traveller stays upright only by carrying a heavy stone. Likewise, God
sometimes allows burdens to keep our feet planted in Him. The psalmist feels spent,
like a smoke-dried wineskin, yet he refuses to abandon God's statutes. Verse by verse,
the message traces three movements—desperation, hostile opposition, and divine
faithfulness—and shows how hope, revival, and steadfast obedience flow from God's
lovingkindness. Suffering is normal for believers, but the Lord limits the enemy's reach,
comforts the broken-hearted, and uses affliction to deepen our obedience.

Key Scripture

+ Psalm 119:81-88 — The foundation of the whole message: in affliction, the psalmist
clings to God's Word and pleads for revival.

+ 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 — Supporting example: pressed on every side yet not destroyed.

« John 16 — Jesus' assurance: believers will face tribulation, but He has overcome the
world.

Main Points

1. The psalmist's desperation (vv. 81-82)

« “My soul faints for your salvation, but | hope in your word.”

+ Eyes grow dim searching Scripture; comfort seems delayed, yet hope rests on past
faithfulness.

+ Paul echoes this tension: “hard-pressed:--- yet not crushed” (2 Cor 4).

+ Warning from Spurgeon: despair is pride in disguise—never surrender hope.

2. The weight of affliction and injustice (vv. 83-86)
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+ Image of a wineskin shriveled in smoke: life feels brittle and useless.
+ Enemies dig pits—violating both love of neighbour and Exodus' law on open pits.

+ Conversation shifts from God to foes, showing how trials can monopolise our
thoughts.

« Still, the psalmist testifies, “All your commandments are faithful--- Help me.”

3. Revived by lovingkindness (vv. 87-88)

+ Near annihilation: “They almost made an end of me on earth.”

+ Yet he will not forsake God's precepts; divine limits check the enemy (as with Job).
- Petition: “Revive me according to your lovingkindness” —not merit.

« True revival aims at deeper obedience, not mere spiritual excitement.

« Scriptureis “the testimony of your mouth” ; God's unchanging Word speaks to
every age.

Application

The call: In every tribulation, refuse despair; plant both feet on God's Word and trust
His unfailing love to revive you.

Head — Remember that suffering is expected for Christ's followers and that God sets
boundaries on every trial.

Heart — Exchange self-pity for confident hope: recall past deliverances and rest in His
lovingkindness, not your performance.

Hands

*. Search the Scriptures daily until you find specific comfort, as the psalmist did.

2. When anxiety rises, pray “Revive me according to your lovingkindness” instead
of rehearsing fears.

3. Support someone else in affliction—be the tangible reminder that God is the
answer.

Reflection Questions

2. Which current burden makes you feel like a “wineskin in smoke” ?
2. How have you seen God limit the reach of past trials?

3. What practical steps can help you search God's Word with the psalmist's
intensity?

4. In what ways might despair be masking pride in your own heart?
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5. How could your present hardship lead to deeper obedience and testimony?

Prayer

Father, when our souls faint and our eyes fail, revive us according to Your
lovingkindness. Remind us that Your Word never changes, Your comfort never delays,
and Your grace never runs dry. Keep us from despair, strengthen us to obey, and use
every trial to draw us nearer to You. In Jesus' overcoming name, amen.
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