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Summary 
This study surveys Job 12–14 as a unified argument capturing Job’s response to 
Zophar within the broader themes of suffering, faith, and God’s sovereignty. Pastor 
Patrick emphasized studying larger scriptural blocks to understand context, while also 
urging personal, line-by-line study because there’s “more meat on the bone.”


Two complementary emphases emerge from the passage:


1. Job confronts man’s wisdom with God’s wisdom. 
Job rejects his friends’ works-based, immediateist counsel—wisdom that “dies 
with man” (12:2)—and instead points to God’s eternal wisdom revealed in 
creation (general revelation) and Scripture (special revelation). He observes 
tensions in the moral order (“robbers are secure, idolaters are at ease,” 12:5–6) 
and insists that God’s justice and timing transcend human expectations. Job 
catalogs God’s sovereignty over creation and rulers (12:7–25), asserting that 
“the hand of the Lord has done this.” God dismantles, restrains, releases, 
humbles, and directs nations and leaders.


2. Job expresses a fledgling yet genuine covenant faith amid suffering. 
He longs to argue his case before God while rebuking his friends as “worthless 
physicians who whitewash with lies” (13:1–12). Job pleads for a hearing before 
God, saying, “Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to 
his face” (13:15). He asks God to withdraw His hand and remove terror so that 
dialogue can occur (13:20–22), questions God’s hiddenness (13:24), and 
laments the confinement of divine scrutiny (13:26–28). Job reflects on human 
frailty—“few of days and full of trouble” (14:1–6)—and hints toward resurrection 
hope, longing to be “hidden in Sheol until wrath passes” (14:13), a theme later 
clarified in 19:26.


Theologically, the sermon contrasted human reasons for suffering (the world’s hatred 
and sin’s consequences) with divine purposes: God tests and proves faith so that it 
becomes reliable and steadfast—like armor that must be tested (cf. 1 Sam. 17:39). 
Romans 5:3–5 shows how suffering produces endurance, character, and hope through 
the Spirit’s poured-out love.




Faith, given by God (Eph. 2:8), is strengthened through trials, while shallow or divided 
hearts fall away under pressure (parable of the sower). Even when Job’s words about 
God are not fully accurate, the sermon stressed the importance of speaking truthfully 
about God and letting Scripture set the guardrails. The gospel centers on Christ and 
God’s holiness—not moral add-ons—and God requires no “defense” (Ps. 50:12). 
Believers proclaim truth and refute falsehoods, not because God needs us to, but 
because it honors Him.


Pastorally, the message urged believers to deepen their knowledge of God to 
strengthen fledgling faith, avoid shallow counsel, endure trials, and submit to God’s 
sovereignty even when the reasons remain hidden. Sanctification comes through 
diligent study, corporate worship, and the Spirit’s patient work—not instant downloads.


The sermon concluded with an illustration from We Were Soldiers, showing that only 
tested experience brings grounded recognition of a “good day.” Likewise, tested faith 
becomes genuine and sustaining.


Knowledge Points 

1. Approach to Scripture Study and Context 

• Study broader sections to trace argument flow. Covering Job 12–14 together 
offers the full context for Job’s reply to Zophar.


• Encourage personal, line-by-line study because Scripture’s depth deserves 
careful, ongoing exploration beyond a class overview.


2. Man’s Wisdom vs. God’s Wisdom 

• Man’s wisdom is sin-tainted, self-elevating, and immediateist—demanding 
instant justice and misreading delays as divine injustice (“wisdom will die with 
you,” 12:2).


• God’s wisdom is absolute and eternal. He justly delays blessing or judgment 
according to His sovereign purpose. Job’s observation of moral tension (12:5–6) 
refutes simplistic “you reap what you sow” theology.


3. General and Special Revelation 

• General Revelation: Creation testifies to God’s power and governance (12:7–
10). The beasts, birds, shrubs, and fish all proclaim His sovereignty.


• Special Revelation: Scripture reveals who God is and provides the framework 
to interpret suffering faithfully.




4. Key Textual Highlights and Themes (Job 12–14) 

• Competence and Critique (12:1–6; 13:1–12): Job insists he is not inferior to his 
friends, laments being mocked, and rebukes them as deceitful and partial. Their 
counsel is called “proverbs of ashes” and “defenses of clay.”


• Sovereignty Over Creation and Rulers (12:7–25): God grants and withholds, 
builds and tears down, humbles kings and priests, enlarges and destroys 
nations, and causes leaders to grope in darkness.


• Desire to Argue His Case (13:13–28): Job silences his friends, declares hope in 
God even if slain, and pleads for relief, transparency, and freedom from terror.


• Human Frailty and Mortality (14:1–6): Life is brief and filled with trouble. 
Impurity is universal, days are appointed by God, and Job asks God to look 
away in compassion.


5. Job’s Fledgling Faith, Resurrection Hints, and Hope in Sheol 

• Fledgling faith is real yet often unbalanced, emphasizing judgment while missing 
God’s kindness.


• “Though he slay me” (13:15) reveals covenant trust that endures even under 
apparent judgment.


• Job hints at resurrection and final justice (14:7–13; 19:26). His longing to be 
“hidden in Sheol” until wrath passes expresses faith in future vindication.


6. Suffering, Faith, and Sanctification 

• Human-side reasons: The world’s hatred of believers and the natural 
consequences of sin.


• Divine purpose: Testing proves faith like armor tested in battle.


◦ Romans 5:3–5 shows suffering’s trajectory—suffering → endurance → 
character → hope—through the Spirit’s love.


◦ Faith is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8) and is matured through trials.


• Gospel Center: Christ’s sufficiency alone, not moral additions, defines true faith.


7. Guardrails in Speaking About God 

• God does not need defending (Ps. 50:12).




• Our responsibility is to proclaim truth and correct falsehoods, not out of 
necessity to protect God but out of faithfulness.


• Always align statements about God with Scripture. Recognize that Job’s 
theology, like ours, is sometimes incomplete.


8. Counseling, Comfort, and Pastoral Application 

• What Not to Do: The friends’ accusatory, self-righteous, works-based approach 
harms more than it helps.


• Understanding Sovereignty: Trials are not always punishment; they can 
cultivate endurance and mature faith.


• Deepen Knowledge of God: Regular study, gathered worship, and Spirit-led 
reflection build resilience.


• Mediator and Justice: Christ is the Mediator Job longed for, securing 
resurrection and the righting of all wrongs.


• Living by Faith: Submit to God’s timing and ways—“The righteous shall live by 
faith” (Rom. 1:17).


• Illustration: In We Were Soldiers, the statement “today was a good day” only 
makes sense after surviving hardship. Likewise, tested faith recognizes God’s 
goodness after enduring trials.


Assignments 
1. Read Job 12–14 in full. 

Conduct a line-by-line study noting where Job’s statements are accurate or 
incomplete. Add supporting cross-references.


2. Map Romans 5:3–5 onto a past personal trial. 
Identify how suffering produced endurance, character, and hope.


3. Study Ephesians 2:8.  
Write a one-page reflection on faith as God’s gift, distinguishing it from mere 
intellectual assent or cultural identity.


4. Craft a concise gospel presentation.  
Center it on God’s holiness and Christ’s sufficiency—avoid moral add-ons.


5. Develop apologetic responses. 
Proclaim truth rather than “defending” God. Anchor every claim in Scripture.




6. Compare 1 Samuel 17:38–39 with the concept of tested faith. 
List practical implications for spiritual disciplines during trials.


7. Review Job 12–14 again. 
Catalog contrasts between man’s wisdom and God’s sovereignty. Categorize 
them as “negative outlook” vs. “trust expressions.”


8. Differentiate general and special revelation.  
List creation-based evidences of God’s attributes and match each to a specific 
Scripture.


9. Reflect on Job 13:15.  
Explain covenant trust that endures even under perceived judgment, and apply it 
personally.


10. Analyze Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar’s counsel. 
Identify traits of unhelpful counsel and propose biblically grounded alternatives.


11. Create a personal sanctification plan.  
Include study habits, church participation, doctrinal growth areas, and 
dependence on the Holy Spirit.


12. Study Luke 16:19–31.  
Explore Sheol/Abraham’s bosom imagery and how it informs Job’s desire to be 
“hidden until wrath passes.”


13. Memorize Romans 1:17. 
Journal how to live “by faith” in current or recent trials, focusing on trust in 
God’s sovereignty.


14. Research the biblical Mediator theme. 
Connect Job’s longing for a mediator to its fulfillment in Christ and how this 
resolves feelings of injustice at judgment.


15. Identify areas of “immediateism.”  
Recognize where you expect instant justice or blessing, and replace those 
expectations with Scriptural truths about God’s timing and purposes.



