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John 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Genesis 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. 
 
Genesis 2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the 
seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 
God rested from all his work that he had done in creation… 
 
5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung 
up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the 
ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the 
ground— 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a 
garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the 
ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. 
Genesis 3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God 
had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 



the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 
Jeremiah 23:5  Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 
Isaiah 11:1  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. 
Micah 5:2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. 
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
 
Luke 1:26ff In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 
 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 
for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her from the Lord.” 
 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy 
is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to 



Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56 And Mary remained with her about three months and 
returned to her home. 
 
Luke 2:1–15  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child.  
2:6ff And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn… 
Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born  of woman, 
born under the law… 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…  
Luke 2: 7ff And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger.  And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from  the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been 
born  king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  “‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then Herod summoned the wise men 
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 
me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy.  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and  frankincense 
and myrrh. And being warned  in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way. 
 



Matthew 4:15-17  THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY 
OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES - THE PEOPLE WHO 
WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING 
THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.  From that time 
Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
Mark 1: 21  They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the 
synagogue and began to teach.  They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them 
as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
 
John 1:16ff …and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth…17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made 
him known. 
 
John 1:9-13 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was 
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 
John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: 
the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because 
their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not 
come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 
 
For the next 3 years Jesus ministered openly… performing miracles: feeding the 
multitudes, healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, raising the dead - and proclaiming 
the good news of the Kingdom.  And many were converted… but the religious crowd 
didn’t care for His Gospel.  The prophet Isaiah wrote… 
 

Isaiah 53:3-7  He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities;  upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  and with his wounds we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray;  we have turned—every one—to his own way;  and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 
 
Matthew 27 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered him 
over to Pilate the governor…15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for 



the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner 
called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of 
envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his 
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd 
to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then 
what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 And he 
said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 
24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see 
to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 
Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 
crucified.…  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet 
robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in 
his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!”      30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when 
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him 
away to crucify him… 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that 
is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”...50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud 
voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top 
to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs 
after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion 
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 
place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 
Matthew 28  Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And 
for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 
for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there 
you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 



Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Revelation 1:9ff… I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet …12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of 
man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head 
were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his 
right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face 
was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But 
he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades…  
 
Revelation 22:12ff… “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay 
each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the 
right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and 
sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 
17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price… 20 He who 
testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
 
 


