Going Deeper Study Guide
Revived by God's Word in Affliction

Psalm 119:81-88
Based on Ron Hamilton's sermon from July 26, 2026.

Main Truth

When suffering seems overwhelming and God's deliverance feels delayed,
believers are called to cling to God's Word, trust His faithful character, and
find renewed strength through His lovingkindness rather than through
changing circumstances.

Key Passage

Psalm 119:81-88 (ESV)
Key Verse:

"My soul longs for your salvation; | hope in your word."
—Psalm 119:81

Sermon Summary

The psalmist is at one of the lowest points described in Psalm 119. He
feels exhausted, persecuted, and close to despair. Yet instead of
abandoning God, he continually returns to God's Word as his source of
hope.

Ron Hamilton emphasized that affliction is not evidence that God has
abandoned His people. Rather, suffering often becomes the very means
God uses to keep His children depending on Him. Even when God does
not immediately remove the trial, He faithfully provides comfort, strength,
and hope through His promises. The sermon concludes with a simple but
profound reminder:

God is the answer.



Not merely an answer—but the answer.

Digging Into the Text
1. Hope Waits Even When Deliverance Delays

Psalm 119:81-82

The psalmist's soul "longs" for God's salvation. His eyes grow weary
waiting for God to act.

Waiting does not mean God is absent.

Biblical hope is not wishful thinking; it is confident expectation rooted in
God's character and promises.

Consider

e Where do you usually look first when life becomes overwhelming?
e Has waiting ever strengthened your trust in God?
« What promises of God sustain you while you wait?

Cross References

Isaiah 40:31

Romans 15:4
Lamentations 3:25-26
Hebrews 10:23

2. God's Word Sustains Us When We Feel Worn Out

Psalm 119:83

The image of a wineskin hanging in smoke pictures something dried out,
darkened, brittle, and seemingly worn beyond usefulness.

The psalmist honestly admits how he feels.
Yet he immediately says:
"Yet | have not forgotten your statutes.”

Our circumstances may weaken us, but they should never separate us
from God's truth.



Reflect

e Have you ever felt spiritually exhausted?

« What habits help keep you grounded in Scripture during difficult
seasons?

« Why is remembering God's Word essential when emotions become
unreliable?

3. God's Timing Is Perfect

Psalm 119:84

The psalmist asks,

"When will you judge those who persecute me?"

Scripture never condemns bringing honest questions before God.
Faith asks questions while continuing to trust.

Unbelief demands answers before trusting.

Read

e Psalm 13
e Habakkuk 1
e Revelation 6:10

Notice how faithful believers often ask "How long?" while still clinging to
God.

4. The World Is Unfaithful —God Never Is

Psalm 119:85-86

The enemies dig pits to destroy the righteous.
But in contrast:

"All your commandments are faithful."

People may lie.



People may betray.
People may persecute.
God never changes.

Discussion

How have you personally experienced God's faithfulness during difficult
seasons?

5. Revival Produces Obedience

Psalm 119:87-88

The psalmist asks:

"Give me life according to your steadfast love."

Notice why he desires revival:

"...that | may keep the testimonies of your mouth."

Biblical revival is never merely emotional excitement.

True revival produces deeper obedience and greater love for God.

Ask Yourself

e Do | want God primarily to remove my hardship?
e Ordo | desire to become more faithful through it?

Theology to Consider

God's Lovingkindness

The psalmist appeals to God's steadfast love—not his own worthiness.
This reminds us that every blessing comes by grace.

« We do not earn God's favor.
« We do not manipulate God by good works.



e We trust Him because of His covenant faithfulness.
Read

e Exodus 34:6-7
« Ephesians 2:4-9
e Titus 3:4-7

The Sufficiency of Scripture

Throughout this passage, God's Word is presented as:

e Hope
« Comfort
« Stability
o Truth
e Strength
« Life
God's Word is not merely information.

It is God's own revelation, sufficient for every season of life.
Read:

e« 2 Timothy 3:16-17
e Psalm 19:7-11
e Hebrews 4:12

Questions for Personal Reflection

A WO -

Word during difficult seasons?

Which verse in Psalm 119:81-88 most encourages you today?
What trial currently tempts you toward discouragement?

How have you seen God remain faithful in previous hardships?
What practical changes would help you spend more time in God's

5. Is there an area where you've allowed suffering to distract you from

obedience?

6. How does remembering God's lovingkindness change your

perspective on your circumstances?

Family Worship



Read Together
Psalm 119:81-88
Discuss

« What was making the writer so sad?

« Why didn't he give up on God?

« What does it mean to hope in God's Word?

« When life is hard, who should we run to first?

e How can our family encourage one another during difficult times?
Pray Together

Thank God for His faithfulness.
Pray for anyone in your family or church who is walking through hardship.

Ask God to strengthen your faith and help you trust His promises even
while waiting.

Memory Verse

Psalm 119:81 (ESV)

"My soul longs for your salvation; | hope in your word."

This Week's Challenge

Choose one promise of God from Scripture each day this week.

Write it down, memorize it, and intentionally meditate on it whenever
anxiety, discouragement, or suffering begins to overwhelm your heart.

Like the psalmist, let your hope rest not in changing circumstances, but in
the unchanging Word of God.



